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Our whole school curriculum is based on our school Vision that “Every pupil will learn 
the skills and develop the confidence needed to become a valued, integrated and 
independent member of their community”.   
 

We focus on skills and confidence that include communication, social communication 
and life skills in order to promote independence and integration into the community.  
We also aim to develop skills that lead to employability and inclusion in the workplace. 
 

We also aim to individualise and personalise the curriculum for those pupils with the 
most complex sensory needs. 
 

We asked our KS4 pupils what they liked to learn and built the curriculum offer on pupil 
voice. 
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We aim to be ambitious and creative with our curriculum and have created three main 
pathways to meet the needs of the different cohorts in the school: 
 

▪  Pathway 1 - SLD and lower functioning ASC - a thematic approach based 
around the Power of Reading texts with social communication opportunities and 
independent life skills weaved in. 

 

▪ Pathway 2 - High-functioning ASC - a formal pathway based on the discrete 
National Curriculum subjects with highly adapted schemes of work. Power of 
Reading, Read Write Inc (phonics) and Maths Mastery approaches and 
schemes are used across the school and allow for rigorous sequencing in these 
core subjects. 
 

▪ Pathway 3- non-verbal pupils with high sensory needs and challenging 
behaviours - a SCERTS approach with built in sensory experiences to support 
regulation.  A highly adapted and bespoke pathway focused on developing 
communication, independence, life skills and emotional regulation. 

 

We use a small step assessment system to identify the correct pathway for a pupil. 
 

We have a flightpath that we also use to identify the correct accreditation pathway in 
KS4. 
 

Teachers adapt the style of delivery to include rotations, structures and TEACCH 
approaches. 
 

The Thrive approach underpins the implementation allowing for warm and nurturing 
classrooms that help children feel confident and secure to take risks and challenge 
themselves to make the best progress possible. 
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The structures, routines and delivery of the curriculum create settled behaviours for 
learning which allow pupils to make maximum progress.  The thematic approach links 
learning to the context of the Power of Reading text which supports pupils to make 
links across the curriculum and revisit key concepts and skills within different subjects. 
ASC pupils struggle to make links and understand context so this thematic approach 
supports their learning whilst promoting reading by using rich texts to inspire. 
 

Pathway 2 is taught in discreet subjects and is aimed at stretching the most able.  It 
leads to Entry Level, functional skills and BTEC accreditation opportunities.  Pupils 
enjoy learning and are engaged and willing to take risks. Bespoke work experience and 
careers guidance underpins KS4 curriculum and prepares pupils well for their next 
steps into Post 16 provision. 
 

 


